
 

  

August 2019 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 Monday, August 19 
Make Good Choices Golf Tournament 
Terradyne Country Club 
Registration 10:00a.m. 
Lunch 11:00 a.m. 
Tee Time 12:00 a.m. 
 

 Thursday, September 26 
Scotch & Sirloin 
Monthly Insider Briefing 
Mayoral Debate 
 

 Thursday, October 24 
Annual Awards Dinner 
Mark Arts 
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Galen Davis – Crime Stoppers 
David Hinners – U.S. Deputy Sheriff’s Assoc. 

Mike Willis – U.S. Deputy Sheriff’s Assoc. 
Chief Ken Winter – Cheney Police Department 

 
  
 
 

Member of the Month 
Mike Hill 

Denise Groene 
BUILDING OUR NUMBERS 

 
Denise Groene and Mike Hill are two of the hardest working members of the WMCC.  As co-chairs of the 
Membership Committee, they are charged with reaching a goal of 200 members.   
 
Denise is the Kansas State Director for the Better Business Bureau, serving Kansas Plains, Nebraska, South 
Dakota and Southwest Iowa.  A proud WSU graduate, Denise manages over 2,000 Accredited Businesses in 
Kansas and promotes the BBB brand throughout the state.  She is involved in several other community 
organizations, is a busy mom of a four-year-old and a six-year-old, and climbs mountains for fun!  This 
woman defines Over Achiever! 
 
Mike Hill needs no introduction.  He was elected Sedgwick County Sheriff in 1985, after a long and successful 
career with the Wichita Police Department, and re-elected 3 times, retiring in 2001.  He and future WPD 
Chief Richard LaMunyon started in the same WPD training class on July 8, 1963.  Exactly 22 years later, when 
these two outstanding law enforcement officers were Sheriff and Police Chief, they started the combined 
Law Enforcement Training Facility, with the first class starting on July 8, 1985. Since retirement Mike has 
served as Chief Operating Officer for Midwest Corporate Aviation and Director of Security for Via Christi 
Hospitals.  He was the Campaign Manager for Mayor Jeff Longwell in 2015 and currently holds the same role 
in the Mayor’s 2019 re-election campaign.   
 
Under the leadership provided by Denise and Mike, the WMCC membership has grown by 30%.   Thanks to 
you both for your outstanding commitment to our organization. 
 



 

 

August 22, 2019 

Monthly Insider Briefing 

 
 

 

WMCC 50/50 Club 
Are You a Member? 
 
The WMCC 50/50 Club was developed to support the Crime Commission 
Substance Abuse Initiative.  Our goal is for 50 members to contribute $50 a 
month (or $600 for the year) in 2019. 
 
If you haven’t “joined the club” please consider becoming a member.  Sheriff 
Easter pointed out in the Drug Summit that drugs, particularly meth, are a huge 
driver of violent crime.  And DA Marc Bennett agreed, saying “incarceration isn’t 
the answer; we must focus on prevention and intervention. 
 
Call Sharon or Julie for more information or to sign up! 

 

WSU Basketball Coach, Gregg Marshall 

Gregg Marshall has built Wichita State into a monster of the Midwest and, in the process, ascended as one of 
college basketball’s elite head coaches. 
  
Marshall joined an elite club on Mar. 20, 2019 when he recorded his 500th career victory at Furman, becoming 
just the 10th Division I head coach to reach that milestone before the end of his 21st season. 
 
He is WSU's all-time wins leader (308-113, .732).  The 2019-20 campaign will be his 13th at WSU, tying hall of 
famer Ralph Miller for the longest tenure in program history. 
   
Marshall has guided WSU to 11-straight postseasons, highlighted by a run of seven-straight NCAA tournaments 
from 2012-18. The 2015 Shockers reached the Sweet 16, and the 2013 team advanced to the Final Four for only 
the second time in school history.  In 2014, WSU ran the table in the regular season, becoming the first team in 23 
years to enter the Big Dance with an unbeaten record and the first in NCAA history to open 35-0. The feat earned 
Marshall consensus national coach of the year honors. 
 
WSU has twice reached the NIT semifinals under Marshall. The 2011 Shockers steamrolled to the NIT title.  The 
2019 Shockers became the first team in tournament history to upset the Nos. 1, 2 and 3 seeds in its region on the 
way to Madison Square Garden. 
 
WSU's success on the national stage opened the door for a 2017 move to the American Athletic Conference. Prior 
to joining The American, WSU dominated Missouri Valley Conference play.  No team in the 120-year history of the 
conference had ever won as many league games over a four-year span. 
  
Marshall has proven adept at spotting talented prospects and developing them into high-level college basketball 
players, with many moving on to play professionally. 
 
In 12 seasons in Wichita, Marshall has produced 36 professionals, including six NBA players. The latter group's 
most recent addition, Landry Shamet (26th overall pick in the 2018 NBA Draft) made the NBA's All-Rookie Team. 
Point guard Fred VanVleet helped lead the Toronto Raptors to the 2019 NBA title, scoring 22 points in the decisive 
Game Six. Other Marshall Era Shockers who have logged time on NBA regular season rosters include Ron Baker 
(Knicks), Cleanthony Early (Knicks), Toure’ Murry (Knicks, Jazz and Wizards) and Gal Mekel (Mavericks and 
Pelicans). 
  
In Marshall’s 12 seasons in Wichita, a total of 27 Shockers have earned postseason all-conference honors, 
including 16 first-teamers since 2010. VanVleet was a two-time winner of the Larry Bird MVC Player of the Year 
Trophy. 


